CAREER PROFILES

By Jennifer McGuire, MASCA President

This is the final article in my series
from last school year of profiles
on career opportunities, selected
from a workshop I attended enti-
tled “Careers Your Students Need
to Know About” at the 2017 ASCA
conference. The session on careers
paths in safety was sponsored by
the Board of Certified Safety Pro-
fessionals. The BCSP, whose sole
purpose is to certify safety profes-
sionals, is recognized as the leader
in high quality credentialing for
safety, health and environmental
practitioners.

Not everyone knows what a be-
ing a safety professional entails. In
practice, safety professionals make
assessments to determine risks at

worksites, assess potential hazards,
evaluate risks and hazard control
measures, prepare emergency re-
sponse plans and investigate inci-
dents. Safety professionals may also
be involved in hazard recognition,
hazardous materials management,
and environmental protection, for
example. The purpose of this in-
dustry is to prevent events that may
result in injury, illness, damage, or
environmental harm.

Interestingly, there are multiple
ways to enter and grow within this
field, some more deliberate than
others. As we work with students
around post-secondary planning, it
may be useful to be familiar with
some of the options:
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-Safety and Health Degrees: Some
individuals may enter the field by
pursuing a bachelor’s or master’s
degree in safety. It is possible to
start with an associate degree in
safety, or a related field.

-Safety by Assignment: It is often
the case that an individual becomes
involved with safety because they
have been assigned by their employ-
er to some sort of safety responsibil-
ity, either as part of their job or as
part of a committee.

-Craft-to-Professional: In certain
cases, a person becomes involved in
safety through a leadership role. As
a supervisor, they may be respon-
sible for the safety of others and
through advancement may become
a safety professional.

-Safety by Experience: And final-
ly, in cases where an individual was
part of an incident where they or
others were injured or became ill.
As a result, the individual may be
motivated to pursue safety as a ca-
reer field.

To become a Certified Safety Pro-
fessional, a bachelor’s degree is re-
quired in any field or an associate
degree in safety, health or environ-
ment, along with additional work
experience. In our work with high
school students, we will likely rec-
ommend students with an interest
safety careers to pursue a degree. A
search for such programs on a typi-
cal search engine, such as the Mas-
sachusetts Career Information Sys-
tem, is challenging because of the
many different programs of study.
However, the BCSP maintains a us-
er-friendly database, www.bcsp.org/
Resources/Academic-Databasel,
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that enables you to search by state for safety-relat-
ed programs. There are programs at four commu-
nity colleges within Massachusetts, two related to
fire science and two related to environmental, and
four four-year institutions. Many of the programs in
Massachusetts are at the Master’s Degree or Doc-
toral Degree level.

Keene State College in New Hampshire offers
a Bachelor’s Degree in Safety and Occupation-
al Health Applied Science. The college’s website
provides clear information regarding the program
outcomes and career opportunities. The program is
described as “hands-on” and “practical”, with stu-
dents on-site in real world experiences.
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A message from your new editor...

Dear Readers,

In addition to my role as webmaster, |
am pleased and proud to be support-
ing The Massachusetts School Counselors
Association in the capacity of Counselor's
Notebook editor. | look forward to this
new challenge and to working with each
of you. Don't hesitate to get in touch if
you have questions, suggestions, articles-
to submit, or if | can be of assistance.

-Jean Atwater-Williams




